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Abstract 

The territory of Azla and Zaitoun municipalities in Tetouan Province has 

witnessed significant vertical and horizontal urban expansion in recent years, 

mostly at the expense of fertile agricultural and forest lands. This expansion 

is attributed to demographic and population growth, rural-to-urban 

migration, and increased real estate demand. 

The conversion of agricultural lands into multi-storey buildings has led to a 

reduction in arable land, fragmentation of the rural landscape, and increased 

complexity in spatial planning. The problem has been further exacerbated by 

the spread of informal housing and weak enforcement of urban planning 

regulations, resulting in unplanned urban sprawl that threatens agricultural 

productivity and the sustainability of peri-urban areas. 

The study highlights the importance of integrated spatial planning in 

balancing urban development with the preservation of agricultural and forest 

lands, protecting productive land, and regulating construction growth. It 

emphasizes the need to integrate social and economic factors, infrastructure 

requirements, and environmental considerations into urban planning 

strategies for peri-urban areas. 

The findings provide valuable insights for decision-makers and researchers 

to manage urban expansion sustainably, while preserving natural resources 

and ensuring optimal land use in the studied area. 

Keywords: Vertical expansion, Peri-urban areas, Agricultural land, Spatial 

planning, Azla and Zaitoun municipalities. 
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1
 شثه أو حضرٌح كاَد سىاء يسرقرج، تشرٌح ذجًعاخ عهى وذحرىي نهسكٍ اسرخذايها ٌرى انًجال يٍ أجساء هً 

 .تانسكٍ انًرذثطح وانًرافق انًساكٍ، انًُازل، وذشًم حضرٌح،
2
 غٍر انفلاحٍح الأراضً انغاتاخ، يثم سكٍُح غٍر لأغراض وذسرخذو انسكاٌ، يٍ خانٍح انًجال يٍ أجساء هً  

 .انقاحهح الأراضً أو انخانٍح، انصُاعٍح انًُاطق انطثٍعٍح، انًساحاخ انًسرغهح،
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3

 يثًُ جسء اعرثار ًٌكٍ لا إر الأرضً، انذور إنى إضافح انعادي تانًعُى انطىاتق كم انثُاٌح درجاخ عذد فً ٌذخم  

 درجاخ يٍ كذرجح انسرداب ٌحرسة لا حٍٍ فً اعرٍادٌح، تصفح ته ذقٍى أسرا   ٌأوي كاٌ ونى كذرجح، تُاٌح سطح يٍ
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 نهرخطٍظ، انسايٍح انًُذوتٍح) واحذج. درجح راخ كثُاٌاخ وانًقاتر انعًىيٍح وانحذائق انًلاعة اعرثار وٌرى انثُاٌح.

 .(4102 انًغرتٍح، انًًهكح
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